A Contemporary Reading
from Do I Stay Christian? By Brian McLaren

I think we’re watching a massive decomposition of the dominant
expressions of the Christian faith. The decay continues—and we
aren’t near hitting bottom yet...

...just speaking of White American Christianity, we're seeing one
megachurch scandal after another—and add to that all the problems
the Southern Baptists are going through. Then, think about the
Catholic church scandals... Then, think about the evangelical world
and its capitulation to Trump and Trumpism and, in some of those
churches, there’s an almost demonic possession by QAnon and white
nationalism. Or, turn to the East and think about Eastern Orthodoxy
and the Russian Orthodox primate’s uncritical support for Putin’s
war forcing fissures in the Orthodox church...

There are at least ten solid reasons for abandoning Christianity.
These include historic (and current) antisemitism; the church’s habit
of crushing dissenters; a history of “Christian colonialism” that
includes support of slavery, White supremacy, and White Christian
nationalism; toxic institutionalism; financial greed; White
patriarchy; rigid theology; the failure of Christianity to transform
lives; an anti-intellectual streak that rejects science and encourages
poisonous politics; and an aging demographic in the church that
trends toward regressive views.

Yet there is hope.... powerful resources within the Christian tradition
that can help us at this historic inflection point. These Christian
resources can help us to imagine new and different ways of being.
Rather than leaving Christianity, we can stay defiantly, intentionally,
consciously, and resolutely refuse to leave—and with equal intention
and resolution, we can refuse to comply with the status quo. We can
occupy Christianity with a different way of being Christian.

For Religion, at its best, is what re-ligaments or reconnects us to God,
one another, and creation. It challenges the stories that pit us against
each other: us over them, us overturning them, us competing with
them, us isolating from them, us in spite of them, us purifying



ourselves of them. It tells a better story—some of us for all of us—a
story in which there is no them, a story in which we tear down the
walls that have divided us—and from the rubble build bridges.

I understand why some people are heading out the doors of
Christianity. But I'm saying: If you leave, it’s not like you're escaping
the one place in the world where there’s trouble and you're going
into a safe place. Our entire world needs radical rethinking. If you
agree with me that we'’re in a historic inflection point right now—
then I think that those of us who stay Christian have a phenomenal
opportunity to bring the best resources of the Christian tradition to
the side of those who are trying to create a new and better future. We
have no control over people who will try to bend Christianity to
preserve the evils of the status quo. But it’s also true that no one can
stop us from using the many resources of our tradition to bring the
kind of change we need into our world.

In the absence of ease and certainty, what amazing things can
happen. Life can happen. Wonder can happen. Faith, hope, love,
unspeakable joy can thrive in difficulty and uncertainty. A new
humanity—humble, just and kind — can be born.

Can you imagine that, fellow humans?



