A Contemporary Reading: from Making All Things New: Catholicity,
Cosmology, Consciousness by llia Delio

Heaven is earth transformed by love, when earthly life is lived in love;
the suffering of earth is transformed into a foretaste of heaven when
one sees and hears from the inner centre of love. Even in heaven the
wounds of suffering will not be removed but will be transformed by
divine love into new and eternal life. Heaven is not a place of eternal
rest or a long sleep-in, but a life of creativity and newness in love; one
with God in the transformation of all things...

One might think, on face value, that the self-creation of heaven and hell
conflicts with the scriptures, but in fact, the gospel message is based
on invitation and choice... The question of heaven is not one of
worthiness before God but accepting God’s invitation for life: “I have
set before you life and death, choose life” (Deuteronomy 30:19)...

Without the choice for a new level of consciousness, there can be no
new reality or reign of God. Where our minds focus, there our treasure
lies. As Rabbi Shapiro writes, “I made the choice for heaven and, having
done so, | went in search of tools for living it.” When Teilhard de Chardin
said that we are evolution made conscious of itself, he indicated a basic
lesson of modern science: there is no real “world” apart from us;
rather, the world unfolds in and through our choices and actions. So
Rabbi Shapiro asks:

Will you engage this moment with kindness or with cruelty, with love or
with fear, with generosity or scarcity, with a joyous heart or an
embittered one? This is your choice and no one can make it for you. If you
choose kindness, love, generosity, and joy, then you will discover in that
choice the Kingdom of God, heaven, nirvana, this-worldly salvation. If
you choose cruelty, fear, scarcity, and bitterness, then you will discover
in that choice the hellish states of which so many religions speak. These
are not ontological realities tucked away somewhere in space—these
are existential realities playing out in your own mind. Heaven and hell
are both inside of you. It is your choice that determines just where you
will reside.

For deep wisdom in contemporary insights: Thanks be to God.



